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1 . ACCORDING TO EC OFFICIALS RESPONSIBLE FOR INTERNAL MARKET 
AFFAIRS, THE EC COMMISSION LAST WEEK SENT A LETTER TO THE 
FRENCH GOVERNMENT EXPRESSING CONCERN OVER SUBJECT LABELING 
LAW (REFTELS). THE LETTER REPORTEDLY URGED A FLEXIBLE AND 
LIBERAL INTERPRETATION OF THE LABELING REGULATION TO PREVENT 
IT FROM BECOMING A NON-TARIFF BARRIER TO TRADE. THE EC 
LETTER POINTED OUT IN PARTICULAR THAT THE LAW SHOULD NOT BE 
APPLIED TO WHOLESALERS WHO ARE USUALLY FAMILIAR WITH ENGLISH 
OR GERMAN LABELING AND ARE OFTEN SEVERAL MARKETING STEPS 
AWAY FROM THE INDIVIDUAL CONSUMER WHOSE PROTECTION IS THE 
STATED OBJECT OF THE LAW. 

COMMISSION OFFICIALS ALSO TOLD THE 
MISSION THEY WERE READY TO ACT PROMPTLY IF ANY 
MEMBER STATE COMPLAINED THAT THESE REQUIREMENTS 
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WERE IN FACT A TRADE BARRIER. UNDER ARTICLE 169 OF THE 
EEC TREATY THE COMMISSION HAS AUTHORITY TO TAKE THE 
MATTER TO THE EUROPEAN COURT OF JUSTICE IF THE FRENCH 
GOVERNMENT DOES NOT COMPLY WITH THE OPINION HANDED 
DOWN BY THE COMMISSION ON SUCH A COMPLAINT.HINTON 
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